
Hilltop fifth grader Jonah 
Kaminsky was Hilltop's 
Principal for the Day on 
December 19. Jonah's 
parents won this duty 
for him at the Friends 
of the Beachwood 
Orchestras fundraiser 
in November.

Hilltop Students 
Helping Families
Pictured left: Hilltop Elementary School students and staff 
collected and donated 762 pounds of food to the Greater 
Cleveland Foodbank for children, families and seniors in 
need in six counties.

Below: Hilltop fourth graders created dozens of fleece 
blankets for Project Linus to donate to children who are 
ill, traumatized or otherwise in need. Pictured are Emily 

Clar, Ana Duraes, and Grace Rogoff with one of 
the blankets.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT
at the BISON BASKETBALL GAME
presented by the Beachwood Federation of Teachers
Friday, Feb. 20, 6-8 pm
Beachwood High School
25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood

Bounce houses  n  face painting  n  tattoos  n  Xbox tournaments   n  games  n  crafts  n  and more

Boys varsity basketball game vs. Independence, 7:30 pm

Admission to Family Fun Night is included with your ticket to the varsity basketball game,
which is free for Beachwood students and Beachwood Boosters members.

Overflow parking/shuttle buses available at the Beachwood Family Aquatic Center. Parking is also available at Beachwood Middle School.

FREE!
with game 
admission



A Letter from Our School Board President

Dear Beachwood Residents,

Happy New Year! Your Board of Education thanks you for the trust you place in us and in allowing 
us to serve. I consider it an honor to do my part to ensure that Beachwood remains the premier 
place to live, work and raise a family.

I am proud to state:

u	The Beachwood City School District achieved its highest-ever Performance Index Score in  
 2014, ranking eighth out of 611 districts in Ohio;
u	Our academic, extracurricular and athletics offerings continue to expand as our students excel in them;
u	Relationships between the administration and staff, and with the city and business community, are strong;
u	Per-pupil expenditures have been flat since 2010 and in fact, when adjusted for inflation, have been reduced 
 compared with a decade ago.

All of this has been accomplished while maintaining the highest bond rating and managing to keep an operating levy 
off of the ballot since 2005, longer than any other school district in Northeast Ohio, if not the state.

While we celebrate both our new and continuing successes, we must continually look to the future. The board’s and 
administration’s overall goal is always to maintain and achieve even greater excellence in our academic, athletic and 
extracurricular programs in the most fiscally responsible and transparent manner. To do this, the administration is always  
fine-tuning, enhancing and improving our educational offerings to provide the most effective and efficient learning 
environment for our students. 

Each year the board sets a series of goals for the administration. Last year the board highlighted for the community 
specific goals relating to a development plan, our athletic teams and facilities, and the conditions of our elementary 
schools. The administration thoroughly addressed each of these goals and is prepared to take them to the next stages of 
implementation. Below is an update relating to each of these directives that represent the next step in a continuation of 
the ongoing, never-ending work of our administration. 

1. Development: The board approved the creation and hiring of a director of development who is already working   
 with the various school support organizations, activities and clubs, to assist in their respective efforts and facilitate  
 collaboration between them and outside organizations.

2. Athletics Programming: The board moved the athletic director’s reporting duties to the Superintendent which 
 emphasizes that athletics is a K-12 initiative. The AD has developed and is perfecting an athletic plan that will
  improve our programs for our younger athletes to build on our 2014 successes and ensure we remain competitive
 in years to come.

3. Athletics Facilities: In 2014, the administration assembled a committee of administrators, coaches, student-
 athletes and parents to assess our athletic facilities and to make a recommendation of the improvements and   

  changes that will best address the utilization issues facing our athletic facilities. We anticipate in the very near
 future retaining the services of a design firm that will work with the committee to ensure the greatest space   

 utilization, design and efficiency.
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(continued next page)
4. Elementary Schools Facilities: The administration 
 recommended that the Board expand the Fairmount  

 facility to make it a Pre-K-through-5 building, taking 
 Bryden and Hilltop offline to convert them to 
 residential development and recreational space/
 fields, respectively. The residential development 
 will result in approximately $125,000 extra revenue 
 to the district per year in addition to the sale 
 proceeds. The development of Hilltop into 
 recreational space will provide the community 
 with much needed green space and provide our 
 schools with increased options to address our athletic 
 field overutilization. 

A newly-formed committee will work with a design firm 
to further explore this option and present its findings to the 
board with a final recommendation, at which time the board 
will make a determination if it wishes to proceed with the 
consolidation of our elementary programs into one building. 

 
It is also important to let you know that while we have 

stretched our operating dollars, operating levies are 
inevitable for ALL school districts, including Beachwood. 
Regardless and separate from the capital issues that will be 
required to address our elementary and athletic facilities, we 
will require an operating levy within the next 12-24 months.

Please also know that your school board will do what is 
necessary to ensure that Beachwood Schools remain at the 
top, meeting and exceeding all challenges presented in 
the most efficient and effective manner. We act in the best 
interest of our kids and aim to uphold the highest level of 
fiduciary duty to our community. As always, we appreciate 
and thank our administration, faculty and staff for all 
they do and we thank you – the community – for your 
unwavering and unparallelled support. We look forward to 
sharing many more successes with you over the coming 
year.

Sincerely,

Mitchel Luxenburg, Board President

Fifth graders at Hilltop Elementary School created aliens that 
could sustain life based on what they learned about the planets 
they researched during science class.

Beachwood High School principal 
Ed Klein earned his Ph.D. in K-12 
education leadership from Kent 
State University in December, 2014. 
The topic of his dissertation was 
the effects of teacher collaboration 
on distributed leadership practice. 
Congratulations, Dr. Klein!

Beachwood High School received a grant from Farm Credit 
Mid-America to start a sustainable organic garden in the BHS 
courtyard, which will be watered by rain barrels and tended by 
various student groups. The garden will grow vegetables and 
herbs for culinary students to use in The Bistro, BHS's student-run 
restaurant that is part of the Mayfield Excel TECC program.
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On January 12, the day the Buckeyes won the National 
Championship, the halls of the Beachwood schools were a 
sea of red, black and gray as students showed their team spirit!

Beachwood

Students

Show Their

Buckeye Pride!

Teacher Colleen 
Schachtel with 
first graders 
Cameron 
Feuerman, 
Matthew 
Leizman, 
Ethan Malek 
and
Adeline 
Wohl.

Fourth graders Luke
Bennett and Aiden Diaz.

Teacher Kate Testen with 
preschoolers Arya Arora, Ashley 
Cedano, Zak Workman, and 
teacher Veronica Downey.

Third grader Jack Felder proud-
ly wears his CHAMPS t-shirt 
following the Buckeye’s victory!

Winter
Music
Concerts

Enjoy these photos from  the schools’ December band and 
orchestra concerts. 


